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For the reasons set forth in the preamble, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services amends 42 CFR chapter IV as set forth below:
PART 403—SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS
1. The authority citation for part 403 continues to read as follows:
Authority: 42 U.S.C. 1395b-3 and Secs. 1102 and 1871 of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1302 and 1395hh).
2. Amend §403.744 by—
a. Revising paragraphs (a)(1)(i) and (ii).
b. Revising paragraph (a)(4).
c. Adding paragraphs (a)(5) and (6).
d. Revising paragraphs (b)(1) and (c).
The revisions and additions read as follows:
§403.744 Condition of participation: Life safety from fire.
(a)
(1)

*

*

*

(i) The RNHCI must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in
accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4).
(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and doors
to rooms containing flammable or combustible materials must be provided with positive
latching hardware. Roller latches are prohibited on such doors.
*

*

*

*

*
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(4) The RNHCI may place alcohol-based hand rub dispensers in its facility if the
dispensers are installed in a manner that adequately protects against inappropriate access.
(5) When a sprinkler system is shut down for more than 10 hours the RHNCI
must:
(i) Evacuate the building or portion of the building affected by the system outage
until the system is back in service, or
(ii) Establish a fire watch until the system is back in service.
(6) Building must have an outside window or outside door in every sleeping
room, and for any building constructed after [Insert date 60 days after the date of
publication in the Federal Register] the sill height must not exceed 36 inches above the
floor. Windows in atrium walls are considered outside windows for the purposes of this
requirement.
(b)

*

*

*

(1) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or
Accrediting Organization, or at the discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods
deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety Code, which would result in
unreasonable hardship upon a RNHCI facility, but only if the waiver will not adversely
affect the health and safety of the patients.
*

*

*

*

*

(c) The standards incorporated by reference in this section are approved for
incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may inspect a copy at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or at the
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National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the
availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011;
(ii) TIA 12-1 to NFPA 101, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 101, issued October 30, 2012.
(iv) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(2) [Reserved]
3. Add §403.745 to read as follows:
§403.745 Condition of participation: Building Safety
(a) Standard: Building Safety. Except as otherwise provided in this section the
RNHCI must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with the
Health Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2,
TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 12-5 and TIA 12-6).
(b) Standard: Exceptions. Chapters 7, 8, 12, and 13 of the adopted Health Care
Facilities Code do not apply to a RNHCI.
(c) Waiver. If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under
paragraph (a) of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the RNHCI, CMS
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may waive specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the waiver
does not adversely affect the health and safety of individuals.
(d) Incorporation by reference. The standards incorporated by reference in this
section are approved for incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the
Federal Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may
inspect a copy at the CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard,
Baltimore, MD or at the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care Facilities Code of the National Fire
Protection Association 99, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011.
(ii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 99, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 99, issued August 9, 2012.
(iv) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 99, issued March 7, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-5 to NFPA 99, issued August 1, 2013.
(vi) TIA 12-6 to NFPA 99, issued March 3, 2014.
(2) [Reserved]
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PART 416—AMBULATORY SURGICAL SERVICES
4. The authority citation for part 416 continues to read as follows:
Authority: Secs. 1102 and 1871 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1302 and
1395hh).
5. Amend §416.44 by—
a. Revising paragraphs (b)(1) and (2).
b. Removing paragraph (b)(4).
c. Redesignating paragraph (b)(5) as paragraph (b)(4).
d. Revising newly redesignated paragraph (b)(4).
e. Adding new paragraphs (b)(5), and (6).
f. Redesignating paragraphs (c) and (d) as paragraphs (d) and (e).
g. Adding new paragraphs (c) and (f).
The revisions and additions read as follows:
§416.44 Condition for coverage—Environment
*

*

*

*

(b)

*

*

*

*

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the ASC must meet the
provisions applicable to Ambulatory Health Care Occupancies and must proceed in
accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4).
(2) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or
Accrediting Organization or at the discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods
deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety Code, which would result in
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unreasonable hardship upon an ASC, but only if the waiver will not adversely affect the
health and safety of the patients.
*

*

*

(4) An ASC may place alcohol-based hand rub dispensers in its facility if the
dispensers are installed in a manner that adequately protects against inappropriate access.
(5) When a sprinkler system is shut down for more than 10 hours, the ASC must:
(i) Evacuate the building or portion of the building affected by the system outage
until the system is back in service, or
(ii) Establish a fire watch until the system is back in service.
(6) Beginning July 5, 2017, an ASC must be in compliance with Chapter 21.3.2.1,
Doors to hazardous areas.
(c) Standard: Building Safety. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
ASC must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with the 2012
edition of the Health Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99, and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 12-5 and TIA 12-6).
(1) Chapters 7, 8, 12, and 13 of the adopted Health Care Facilities Code do not
apply to an ASC.
(2) If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under paragraph (c)
of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the ASC, CMS may waive
specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the waiver does not
adversely affect the health and safety of patients.
*

*

*

*

*
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(f) The standards incorporated by reference in this section are approved for
incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may inspect a copy at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or at the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the
availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care Facilities Code of the National Fire
Protection Association 99, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011.
(ii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 99, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 99, issued August 9, 2012.
(iv) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 99, issued March 7, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-5 to NFPA 99, issued August 1, 2013.
(vi)TIA 12-6 to NFPA 99, issued March 3, 2014.
(vii) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011;
(viii) TIA 12-1 to NFPA 101, issued August 11, 2011.
(ix) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 101, issued October 30, 2012.
(x) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(xi) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
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(2) [Reserved]
PART 418—HOSPICE CARE
6. The authority citation for part 418 continues to read as follows:
Authority: Secs. 1102 and 1871 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1302 and
1395hh).
§418.108 [Amended]
7. Amend §418.108 by—
a. Amending paragraph (a)(2) by removing the reference “§418.110(b) and (e)”
and by adding in its place the reference “§418.110(b) and (f)”.
b. Amending paragraph (b)(1)(ii) by removing the reference “§418.110(e)” and
by adding in its place the reference “§418.110(f)”.

8. Amend §418.110 by –
a. Revising paragraphs (d)(1)(i) and (ii).
b. Revising paragraphs (d)(2) and (4).
c. Adding paragraphs (d)(5) and (6).
d. Redesignating paragraphs (e) through (o) as (f) through (p).
e. Adding new paragraph (e).
f. Amending newly redesignated paragraph (g)(4) introductory text by removing
the reference “paragraph (f)(2)(iv) and (f)(2)(v) of this section” and adding in its place
the reference “paragraphs (g)(2)(iv) and (g)(2)(v) of this section”.
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g. Amending newly redesignated paragraph (n)(9) by removing the reference
“paragraph (n) of this section” and adding in its place the reference “paragraph (o) of this
section”.
h. Amending newly redesignated paragraph (n)(13) by removing the reference
“§418.110(m)(11)” and adding in its place the reference “paragraph (n)(11) of this
section”.
i. Adding paragraph (q).
The revisions and additions read as follows:
§418.110 Condition of participation: Hospices that provide inpatient care directly.
*

*

*

*

(d)

*

*

*

(1)

*

*

*

*

(i) The hospice must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in
accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4.)
(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (d)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and doors
to rooms containing flammable or combustible materials must be provided with positive
latching hardware. Roller latches are prohibited on such doors.
(2) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or
Accrediting Organization or at the discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods
deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety Code, which would result in
unreasonable hardship upon a hospice facility, but only if the waiver will not adversely
affect the health and safety of the patients.
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*

*

*

*

*

(4) A hospice may place alcohol-based hand rub dispensers in its facility if the
dispensers are installed in a manner that adequately protects against access by vulnerable
populations.
(5) When a sprinkler system is shut down for more than 10 hours, the hospice
must:
(i) Evacuate the building or portion of the building affected by the system outage
until the system is back in service, or
(ii) Establish a fire watch until the system is back in service.
(6) Buildings must have an outside window or outside door in every sleeping
room, and for any building constructed after [Insert date 60 days after the date of
publication in the Federal Register] the sill height must not exceed 36 inches above the
floor. Windows in atrium walls are considered outside windows for the purposes of this
requirement.
(e) Standard: Building Safety. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
hospice must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with the
Health Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2,
TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 12-5 and TIA 12-6).
(1) Chapters 7, 8, 12, and 13 of the adopted Health Care Facilities Code do not
apply to a hospice.
(2) If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under paragraph (e)
of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the hospice, CMS may waive
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specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the waiver does not
adversely affect the health and safety of patients.
*

*

*

*

*

(q) The standards incorporated by reference in this section are approved for
incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may inspect a copy at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or at the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the
availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care Facilities Code of the National Fire
Protection Association 99, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011.
(ii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 99, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 99, issued August 9, 2012.
(iv) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 99, issued March 7, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-5 to NFPA 99, issued August 1, 2013.
(vi) TIA 12-6 to NFPA 99, issued March 3, 2014.
(vii) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011;
(viii) TIA 12-1 to NFPA 101, issued August 11, 2011.
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(ix) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 101, issued October 30, 2012.
(x) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(xi) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(2) [Reserved]
PART 460—PROGRAMS OF ALL INCLUSIVE CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
(PACE)
9. The authority citation for part 460 continues to read as follows:
Authority: Secs. 1102, 1871, 1894(f), and 1934(f) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1302 and 1395, 1395eee(f), and 1396u-4(f)).
10. Amend §460.72 by—
a. Revising paragraphs (b)(1)(i) and (ii).
b. Revising paragraph (b)(2)(ii)
c. Removing paragraphs (b)(3) and (4).
d. Redesignating paragraph (b)(5) as paragraph (b)(3).
e. Revising newly redesignated paragraph (b)(3).
f. Adding new paragraphs (b)(4), (d), and (e).
The revisions and addition read as follows:
§460.72 Physical environment.
*

*

*

*

(b)

*

*

*

(1)

*

*

*

*
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(i) A PACE center must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in
accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4.)
(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and doors
to rooms containing flammable or combustible materials must be provided with positive
latching hardware. Roller latches are prohibited on such doors.
(2)

*

*

*

(ii) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or
Accrediting Organization or at the discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods
deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety Code, which would result in
unreasonable hardship upon a PACE facility, but only if the waiver will not adversely
affect the health and safety of the patients.
(3) A PACE center may install alcohol-based hand rub dispensers in its facility if
the dispensers are installed in a manner that adequately protects against inappropriate
access.
(4) When a sprinkler system is shut down for more than 10 hours in a 24-hour
period, the PACE must:
(i) Evacuate the building or portion of the building affected by the system outage
until the system is back in service, or
(ii) Establish a fire watch until the system is back in service.
*

*

*

*

*

(d) Standard: Building Safety. Except as otherwise provided in this section, a
PACE center must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with
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the Health Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2,
TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 12-5 and TIA 12-6).
(1) Chapters 7, 8, 12, and 13 of the adopted Health Care Facilities Code do not
apply to a PACE center.
(2) If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under paragraph (d)
of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the PACE center, CMS may
waive specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the waiver does
not adversely affect the health and safety of patients.
(e) The standards incorporated by reference in this section are approved for
incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may inspect a copy at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or at the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the
availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care Facilities Code of the National Fire
Protection Association 99, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011.
(ii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 99, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 99, issued August 9, 2012.

118
CMS-3277-F
(iv) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 99, issued March 7, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-5 to NFPA 99, issued August 1, 2013.
(vi)TIA 12-6 to NFPA 99, issued March 3, 2014.
(vii) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011;
(viii) TIA 12-1 to NFPA 101, issued August 11, 2011.
(ix) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 101, issued October 30, 2012.
(x) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(xi) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(2) [Reserved]
PART 482—CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION FOR HOSPITALS
11. The authority citation for part 482 continues to read as follows:
Authority: Secs. 1102, 1871, and 1881 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1302, 1395hh, and 1395rr), unless otherwise noted.
12. Amend §482.41 by—
a. Revising paragraphs (b)(1)(i) and ii).
b. Revising paragraph (b)(2).
c. Removing paragraphs (b)(4) and (b)(5).
d. Redesignating paragraphs (b)(6) through (9) as paragraphs (b)(4) through (7),
respectively.
e. Revising newly redesignated paragraph (b)(7).
f. Adding new paragraphs (b)(8), and (9).
g. Redesignating paragraph (c) as paragraph (d).
h. Adding new paragraphs (c) and (e).
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The revisions and additions read as follows:
§482.41 Condition of participation: Physical environment.
*

*

*

*

(b)

*

*

*

(1)

*

*

*

*

(i) The hospital must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in
accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4.)
(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and doors
to rooms containing flammable or combustible materials must be provided with positive
latching hardware. Roller latches are prohibited on such doors.
(2) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or
Accrediting Organization or at the discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods
deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety Code, which would result in
unreasonable hardship upon a hospital, but only if the waiver will not adversely affect the
health and safety of the patients.
*

*

*

*

*

(7) A hospital may install alcohol-based hand rub dispensers in its facility if the
dispensers are installed in a manner that adequately protects against inappropriate access;
(8) When a sprinkler system is shut down for more than 10 hours, the hospital
must:
(i) Evacuate the building or portion of the building affected by the system outage
until the system is back in service, or
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(ii) Establish a fire watch until the system is back in service.
(9) Buildings must have an outside window or outside door in every sleeping
room, and for any building constructed after [Insert date 60 days after the date of
publication in the Federal Register] the sill height must not exceed 36 inches above the
floor. Windows in atrium walls are considered outside windows for the purposes of this
requirement.
(i) The sill height requirement does not apply to newborn nurseries and rooms
intended for occupancy for less than 24 hours.
(ii) The sill height in special nursing care areas of new occupancies must not
exceed 60 inches.
(c) Standard: Building safety. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
hospital must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with the
Health Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2,
TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 12-5 and TIA 12-6).
(1) Chapters 7, 8, 12, and 13 of the adopted Health Care Facilities Code do not
apply to a hospital.
(2) If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under paragraph (c)
of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the hospital, CMS may waive
specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the waiver does not
adversely affect the health and safety of patients.
*

*

*

*

*

(e) The standards incorporated by reference in this section are approved for
incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in
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accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may inspect a copy at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or at the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the
availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care Facilities Code of the National Fire
Protection Association 99, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011.
(ii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 99, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 99, issued August 9, 2012.
(iv) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 99, issued March 7, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-5 to NFPA 99, issued August 1, 2013.
(vi) TIA 12-6 to NFPA 99, issued March 3, 2014.
(vii) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011;
(viii) TIA 12-1 to NFPA 101, issued August 11, 2011.
(ix) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 101, issued October 30, 2012.
(x) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(xi) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(2) [Reserved]
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PART 483—REQUIREMENTS FOR STATES AND LONG TERM CARE
FACILITIES
13. The authority citation for part 483 continues to read as follows:
Authority: Secs. 1102, 1128I, 1819, 1871 and 1919 of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1302, 1320a-7, 1395i, 1395hh and 1396r).
§483.15 [Amended]
14. In §483.15, amend paragraph (h)(4) by removing the reference
“§483.70(d)(2)(iv) of this part” and by adding in its place the reference
“§483.70(e)(2)(iv)”.

15. Amend §483.70 by—
a. Revising paragraphs (a)(1)(i) and ii).
b. Revising paragraph (a)(2).
c. Removing paragraphs (a)(4) and (5).
d. Redesignating paragraphs (a)(6) through (8) as paragraphs (a)(4) through (6),
respectively.
e. Revising newly redesignated paragraph (a)(4).
f. Adding new paragraphs (a)(7) and (8).
g. Redesignating paragraphs (b) through (h) as paragraphs (c) through (i).
h. Adding new paragraphs (b) and (j).
The revisions read as follows:
§ 483.70 Physical environment.
*

*

*

123
CMS-3277-F
(a)

*

*

*

(1)

*

*

*

(i) The LTC facility must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in
accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4.)
(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and doors
to rooms containing flammable or combustible materials must be provided with positive
latching hardware. Roller latches are prohibited on such doors.
(2) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or
Accrediting Organization or at the discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods
deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety Code, which would result in
unreasonable hardship upon a long-term care facility, but only if the waiver will not
adversely affect the health and safety of the patients.
*

*

*

*

*

(4) A long-term care facility may install alcohol-based hand rub dispensers in its
facility if the dispensers are installed in a manner that adequately protects against
inappropriate access.
*

*

*

*

*

(7) Buildings must have an outside window or outside door in every sleeping
room, and for any building constructed after [Insert date 60 days after the date of
publication in the Federal Register] the sill height must not exceed 36 inches above the
floor. Windows in atrium walls are considered outside windows for the purposes of this
requirement.
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(8) When a sprinkler system is shut down for more than 10 hours, the ASC must:
(i) Evacuate the building or portion of the building affected by the system outage
until the system is back in service, or
(ii) Establish a fire watch until the system is back in service.
(b) Standard: Building safety. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
LTC facility must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with
the Health Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2,
TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 12-5 and TIA 12-6).
(1) Chapters 7, 8, 12, and 13 of the adopted Health Care Facilities Code do not
apply to a LTC facility.
(2) If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under paragraph (b)
of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the LTC facility, CMS may
waive specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the waiver does
not adversely affect the health and safety of residents.
*

*

*

*

*

(j) The standards incorporated by reference in this section are approved for
incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may inspect a copy at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or at the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the
availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
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. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care Facilities Code of the National Fire
Protection Association 99, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011.
(ii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 99, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 99, issued August 9, 2012.
(iv) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 99, issued March 7, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-5 to NFPA 99, issued August 1, 2013.
(vi) TIA 12-6 to NFPA 99, issued March 3, 2014.
(vii) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011;
(viii) TIA 12-1 to NFPA 101, issued August 11, 2011.
(ix) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 101, issued October 30, 2012.
(x) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(xi) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(2) [Reserved]

16. Amend §483.470 by—
a. Revising paragraphs (j)(1)(i) and (ii).
b. Adding paragraphs (j)(1)(iii) and (iv).
c. Removing paragraphs (j)(5) and (6).
d. Redesignating paragraph (j)(7) as paragraph (j)(5).

126
CMS-3277-F
e. Revising newly redesignated paragraph (j)(5).
f. Adding paragraph (m).
The revisions and additions read as follows:
§483.470 Condition of participation: Physical environment.
*

*

*

*

(j)

*

*

*

(1)

*

*

*

(i) The facility must meet the applicable provisions of either the Health Care
Occupancies Chapters or the Residential Board and Care Occupancies Chapter and must
proceed in accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim
Amendments TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4.)
(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (j)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and doors to
rooms containing flammable or combustible materials must be provided with positive
latching hardware. Roller latches are prohibited on such doors.
(iii) Chapters 32.3.2.11.2 and 33.3.2.11.2 of the adopted 2012 Life Safety Code
do not apply to a facility.
(iv) Beginning July 5, 2019, an ICF-IID must be in compliance with Chapter
33.2.3.5.7.1, Sprinklers in attics, or Chapter 33.2.3.5.7.2, Heat detection systems in attics
of the Life Safety Code.
*

*

*

*

*

(5) Facilities that meet the Life Safety Code definition of a health care
occupancy. (i) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or
Accrediting Organization or at the discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods
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deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety Code, which would result in
unreasonable hardship upon a residential board and care facility, but only if the waiver
will not adversely affect the health and safety of the patients.
(ii) A facility may install alcohol-based hand rub dispensers if the dispensers are
installed in a manner that adequately protects against inappropriate access.
(iii) When a sprinkler system is shut down for more than 10 hours, the ICF-IID
must:
(A) Evacuate the building or portion of the building affected by the system
outage until the system is back in service, or
(B) Establish a fire watch until the system is back in service.
(iv) Beginning July 5, 2019, an ICF-IID must be in compliance with Chapter
33.2.3.5.7.1, sprinklers in attics, or Chapter 33.2.3.5.7.2, heat detection systems in attics
of the Life Safety Code.
(v) Except as otherwise provided in this section, ICF-IIDs must meet the
applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with the Health Care Facilities
Code (NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA
12-5 and TIA 12-6).
(A) Chapter 7,8,12 and 13 of the adopted Health Care Facilities Code does not
apply to an ICF-IID.
(B) If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under paragraph
(j)(5)(iv) of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the ICF-IID, CMS may
waive specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the waiver does
not adversely affect the health and safety of clients.
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*

*

*

*

*

(m) The standards incorporated by reference in this section are approved for
incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may inspect a copy at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or at the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the
availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care Facilities Code of the National Fire
Protection Association 99, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011.
(ii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 99, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 99, issued August 9, 2012.
(iv) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 99, issued March 7, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-5 to NFPA 99, issued August 1, 2013.
(vi) TIA 12-6 to NFPA 99, issued March 3, 2014.
(vii) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011;
(viii) TIA 12-1 to NFPA 101, issued August 11, 2011.
(ix) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 101, issued October 30, 2012.
(x) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
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(xi) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(2) [Reserved]
PART 485—CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION: SPECIALIZED PROVIDERS
17. The authority citation for part 485 continues to read as follows:
Authority: Secs. 1102 and 1871 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1302 and
1395(hh)).

18. Amend §485.623 by—
a. Revising paragraphs (d)(1)(i) and (ii).
b. Revising paragraph (d)(2).
c. Removing paragraphs (d)(5) and (6).
d. Redesignating paragraph (d)(7) as paragraph (d)(5).
e. Revising newly redesignated paragraph (d)(5).
f. Adding paragraphs (d)(6), (7), (e), and (f).
The revisions and additions read as follows:
§485.623 Condition of participation: Physical plant and environment.
*

*

*

*

(d)

*

*

*

(1)

*

*

*

*

(i) The CAH must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in
accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4.)
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(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (d)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and doors
to rooms containing flammable or combustible materials must be provided with positive
latching hardware. Roller latches are prohibited on such doors.
(2) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or
Accrediting Organization or at the discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods
deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety Code, which would result in
unreasonable hardship upon a CAH, but only if the waiver will not adversely affect the
health and safety of the patients.
*

*

*

*

*

(5) A CAH may install alcohol-based hand rub dispensers in its facility if the
dispensers are installed in a manner that adequately protects against inappropriate access.
(6) When a sprinkler system is shut down for more than 10 hours, the CAH must:
(i) Evacuate the building or portion of the building affected by the system outage
until the system is back in service, or
(ii) Establish a fire watch until the system is back in service.
(7) Buildings must have an outside window or outside door in every sleeping
room, and for any building constructed after [Insert date 60 days after the date of
publication in the Federal Register] the sill height must not exceed 36 inches above the
floor. Windows in atrium walls are considered outside windows for the purposes of this
requirement.
(i) The sill height requirement does not apply to newborn nurseries and rooms
intended for occupancy for less than 24 hours.
(ii) Special nursing care areas of new occupancies shall not exceed 60 inches.
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(e) Standard: Building safety. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
CAH must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with the
Health Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2,
TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 12-5 and TIA 12-6).
(1) Chapters 7, 8, 12, and 13 of the adopted Health Care Facilities Code do not
apply to a CAH.
(2) If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under paragraph (e)
of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the CAH, CMS may waive
specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the waiver does not
adversely affect the health and safety of patients.
(f) The standards incorporated by reference in this section are approved for
incorporation by reference by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You may inspect a copy at the
CMS Information Resource Center, 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or at the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the
availability of this material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or go to:
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html
. If any changes in this edition of the Code are incorporated by reference, CMS will
publish a document in the Federal Register to announce the changes.
(1) National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA
02169, www.nfpa.org, 1.617.770.3000.
(i) NFPA 99, Standards for Health Care Facilities Code of the National Fire
Protection Association 99, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011.
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(ii) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 99, issued August 11, 2011.
(iii) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 99, issued August 9, 2012.
(iv) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 99, issued March 7, 2013.
(v) TIA 12-5 to NFPA 99, issued August 1, 2013.
(vi) TIA 12-6 to NFPA 99, issued March 3, 2014.
(vii) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2012 edition, issued August 11, 2011;
(viii) TIA 12-1 to NFPA 101, issued August 11, 2011.
(ix) TIA 12-2 to NFPA 101, issued October 30, 2012.
(x) TIA 12-3 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(xi) TIA 12-4 to NFPA 101, issued October 22, 2013.
(2) [Reserved]
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Dated: March 11, 2016

_______________________________
Andrew M. Slavitt,
Acting Administrator,
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.

Dated: March 30, 2016

__________________________________
Sylvia M. Burwell,
Secretary,
Department of Health and Human Services.
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